Important things to know before going to a Rally


· Know the rules before you get to the rally. Don’t try to learn them after you are there. 
· Read and know the Horse Management Handbook and Rules for competition.

· You must pre measure your horses grain and put it in individual paper bags for each feeding. No plastic please, if it is warm it will mildew and the grain can not breathe. You will need to make up a feed chart as well.  Label each bag with AM or PM feeding, dat , horses name, competitors name, contents and competitor number. Pack the feedings from the last day to the first feeding.

· Label your tack box and all equipment and tack, no tags with strings are allowed. You must use a stick on ID. You may simply put a piece of masking or duct tape on the item and add your rally number after you receive it from the rally organizer at the rally. An old band-aid tin can be used to put extra safety pins, bandages and pony club pins in so they are easy to locate. You need to know what and where everything is in your rally trunks. 

· Safety items must be readily accessible. Equine and Human first aid kits should be placed by the tack room door, not in one of the tack boxes. Your knife, flash light and fire extinguisher will need to be hung near the door as well. 

· Be sure all your equipment is neat and clean. No loose threading or stitching, have your irons clean and be sure there is no dry rot in any of leather or stitching. Make all repairs prior to leaving for the rally. All leather should be clean and supple. 

· Pre tied stock ties are not allowed. You have a hand out on how to tie a stock tie. If you can not find it ask for another one.

· We are a fortunate club to have the equipment we have. Treat it with respect and keep it clean and in order.

· Always try to smile and be polite. If you have any questions, ASK! Never be afraid to ask for help. There is no such thing as a dumb question.  Remember the rally is for learning and having fun.

· Have horses feet shod at least one week before the rally.

· The better condition your horse is in, the better he will travel and the more sound he will remain though out the rally. Conditioning should begin four to six weeks before the rally.

· Start preparing a week or two in advance with cleaning your own equipment, horse and rally equipment. 

· Each person on the team can be responsible for an entire kit. (Utility, equine first aid, human first aid extra equipment etc.).

· Each person on the team is responsible for their own horse’s equipment, i.e. Brushes, combs, picks, no gel curry’s are allowed. They must be metal or hard rubber. 

· Keep all medical certificates in an envelope labeled with your horse’s name.  Keep the envelope in the vehicle that will be transporting your horse.  Keep a copy with you as well if you are traveling in a different vehicle along with a copy of your medical release and copy of your current insurance card. 

· Before a jog out walk your horse out to limber him up. Try to walk your horse frequently (use common sense with this). Especially after a long haul. 

· Be ready at the time of turn out.  This includes presenting your horse according to your rating.  At turn out present yourself by telling your name, rating and what club and/or region you are representing.

· At turn out bring a small pail containing damp cloths, dry cloths, bug spray, mirror, baby oil. Hair brush, horse brush and pins. These items will help put the finishing touch on you and your horse. Your stable manager can help you with this just before you present yourself to the judge. Always wear your pinny. 

· And please, please remember you are going to the rally as a team! The last rider should know the others will all be there to help him or her after the competition, in turn he or she will help the earlier team members. 

· Try having a “Magic Word” anyone on the team can say it when a team member starts to bicker. It will break the tension and remind the team that they must work together!

